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10 Clean Energy and New 
Ventures
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International outlook at year-end 2010

Learning objectives

After reading this chapter, you will be able to:

Weigh the factors driving renewable energy versus the obstacles that the sector 
faces

Adopt the perspective of potential investors considering green ventures

Determine the outlook for green ventures in a global economic context
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Joining a sector just before it takes off is a fantastic opportunity – as 
exemplified by the fortunes of those who were lucky enough to start a career 
in computers during the 1980s.

Introduction

Should energy be ?companies’ green 
priority? 

Key issue
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What is the relative ? role of big vs. small 
companies in green 
entrepreneurship?

Established company
(i.e. renewables division)

New venture
(i.e. clean energy start-up)

Reliant on venture 
capitalists’ goodwill

Lesser profitability 
imperative

Deep pockets to survive 
initial phase

Subject to capital markets’
short-term pressures

Figure 10.1: Funding 
pressures associated with 
different corporate profiles
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